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News

Lightning Strikes in the Coastal Region

A violent thunderstorm over British Columbia on
Saturday July 25, 2009, resulted in the Coastal
Fire Centre responding to more than 1,000 inci-
dents this year.

As of today, there are 88 active fires. All but 10
were the result of lightning. A total of 141 fire-
fighters and 42 helicopters are currently respond-
ing to fires.

Crews will assess and prioritize fires, responding
from strategic positions throughout the region.
Three regional wildfire coordination centres have
been established in Campbell River, Pemberton
and Hope.

Initial attack crews are busy working on fires as
they are reported. Crews remain on RED Alert
and have been busy dealing with existing fires
while preparing for more.

With more lightning expected and temperatures
reaching into the mid-to-high 30s, coastal fire
crews are preparing for a busy fire season.

The Coastal Fire Centre needs continued coopera-
tion and assistance from the public. Campfires are
now banned in most areas. People who choose to
ignore bans, will be reported to the Wildfire
Management Branch’s 1-800-number. These calls
often turn out to be illegal campfires, which our
crews must respond to. At this time, it is impor-
tant that our crews are not diverted from actual
fires.

Having the public on alert for fires, works well
for a quick response. Almost half of all fires in
B.C. are reported by the public. If you see smoke
or flames please call!

The campfire restrictions are in response to con-
tinued dry, warm weather. The ban does not re-
strict fires in stoves using gas, propane, or bri-
quettes. Remember—the campfire ban is for your
protection in limiting the risk of human-caused
wildfires.

Please report any fires to 1-800-663-5555.

CFFDRS - Rating A Fire

Protect Your Home

Fire officials use the Canadian Forest Fire
Danger Rating System. The system calcu-
lates the forest fire danger to keep the public
informed, assist in allocating equipment, per-
sonnel and resources, and indicate the degree
of fire risk in any given area.

The Danger Class Ratings and their meanings
are:

Very low (blue) - Very low fire danger.

Low (green) - Low fire danger.

Moderate - Moderate fire danger.
Carry out any forest activities with
caution.

High (orange) - Serious fire danger. Ex-
treme caution must be used in any forest ac-
tivity. Restrictions may be applied to burning
reference numbers and industrial activities.
Extreme (red) - Extremely high fire danger.
General forest activities may be restricted,
including burn reference numbers, industrial
activities and campfires.

This fire season is shaping up to be extremely
busy with more than 278 fires to date.

Landscaping and home construction are two
areas where you can reduce the risk of wild-

fire on your property. Estab- | = A \yel| -watered
lish a “priority zone” 10 me- | |awn is one ex-

tres around your home. This | ample of a prop-
area should be free of flam- | erly maintained
mable vegetation and other [ priority zone.

combustibles. Remove any A woodpile

shrubs, trees, deadfall or| stacked against
woodpiles from this area and | the house is not.
keep your grass mowed and

watered.

Clean needles and leaves from your roof and
gutters regularly. Embers from an approach-
ing wildfire will often hit your roof first,
causing a fire to spread to the rest of your
home.

For more information contact:
www.partnersinprotection.ab.ca/downloads/
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When Lightning Strikes

Annually, lightning causes about 50 per cent of all
forest fires in British Columbia. These fires cost
millions of dollars to extinguish and destroy tim-
ber, forest products, equipment and structures.

The B.C. Forest Service uses data from The Na-
tional Lightning Detection System (CLDN), pro-
vided by Environment Canada. The system con-
sists of a network of direction finders that provide
complete coverage of the province. Each direction
finder is made up of antennas, as well as analogue
and digital microcomputers, to detect the electro-
magnetic pulses generated by lightning strikes.

Lightning data is triangulated to determine the ex-
act location of a lightning strike. After triangula-
tion, the data is sent to a large mainframe com-
puter. Forest Service fire control offices can access
the data, including the date, time and location of
any lightning strike. The system records a strike in

just 60 milliseconds.

To report a
Wildfire call

Fire managers use the informa-
tion from this system to route
and schedule air patrols and to
determine standby and resource

allocation. or *5555
The benefits of the lightning on most
detection system include quick cellular
detection and fast initial attack networks.

of fires, reducing fire fighting

1-800-663-5555

costs and fire damage. Other benefits are more
efficient air patrol scheduling to detect wildfires,
and a reduction in the number of lookouts required
by the Forest Service.

For more information on open fire restrictions or
for updates on current wildfire activity, visit
www.bcwildfire.ca.

Lightning VS. Human

Weather Forecast

¢ There are two primary causes of wildfires:
humans and lightning.

¢ All human-caused fires are preventable and
divert resources from naturally occurring light-
ning fires.

¢ Annually, lightning and human-caused fires
cost millions of dollars to extinguish and destroy
timber, forest products, equipment
and structures.

¢ During fire season, cigarettes
that are improperly extinguished
and thrown into forested or grassy
areas can be a major concern.
Carelessly discarded cigarettes
can and do start fires.
To Report a Fire Call: 1 -800 -
663 -5555

A lightning storm Saturday July 25, 2009, in com-
bination with intense, dry weather, has created
conditions for an extremely busy fire season in the
Coastal Fire Centre.

A ridge over the province will persist through
Wednesday, although the upper low over Wash-
ington will weaken and move south-eastward.
This will reduce the risk of lightning considerably,
but temperatures will climb to near record highs —
into the high 30s and higher in the Alberni and
Pemberton areas.

No precipitation, low humidity and continued high
temperatures will likely increase fire activity in the
Coastal Fire Centre. These hot, dry conditions will
persist at least through Friday.

The Coastal Fire Centre is asking the public to
please be vigilant.

Observe, Record, Report!
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